Opening Pandora’s Box

How do we manage child sex offenders in the church?

Why should we?

There is a hidden tension within the church to have a Christian response or a Pharisee response. Think about your response and what it should be before someone discloses.

Five ways in which sexual abuse surfaces in the church:
1. The child victim

2. The adult who was abused as a child

3. Relatives/friends of victims/perpetrators

4. The perpetrator who is converted and joins the church

5. The perpetrator revealed in the mist.

The church should live by the word of God 3 elements of child sex offending:
1. Sexual element the need to have Christian management discipline in the church – restoration.

2. Child issues of stumbling (Matthew 18) - The price of belonging is brokenness and openness.

3. Forgiveness comes at the end of the process

If a victim tells you that they were abused, the victim is the only person with the evidence. If you report it to the police you may alienate the victim. The victim should be supported to go to the police. 
How do you deal with a situation of disclosure if you have no experience? Speak to Lindsay Conway, you can contact him at the Board of Social Witness or through the Taking Care office. 

Every child needs to protect themselves and have protectors.

The congregation should not have the offender back in the congregation where the child who was offended is. The police and social services need to be involved if the name is given. 

