Insurance - Learning from Experience

Vehicles and Booster Seats

· Find out the position of your insurer if you are taking other peoples’ children in your car.

· Seatbelts must be worn in minibuses. 

· Passengers over the age of 14 are themselves responsible for wearing their seatbelt (if under 14 it is the drivers’ responsibility).

· Children under 12 years or under the height limit (4 ft 5 inches) must use a booster seat. 

· The 3 exceptions under the law are:

1. In a taxi

2. When there are already 2 booster seats in the back seat and no room for a third

3. In an unforeseen circumstance

· Churches are not encouraged to purchase booster seats but ask children to bring or borrow one.

· For more information see www.roadsafetyni.gov.uk
Risk Management

Identify significant potential hazard.

Decide who might be affected by these.

Have written evidence to back up the actions that you have taken.

Bouncy Castles

A ‘Medium Risk’ activity so contact your church insurer in advance.

Please note that all companies who provide bouncy castles have different insurance cover so check out their policies carefully.
Solution

· No matter what you do, if a person is determined to ‘have their day in court’ you will end up there!

· However, adopting Taking Care and good practice at all times will work in your favour.

· Taking Care is considered best practice by Bartholomew and James.

· It is not only for the protection of children and young people but the protection of leaders.

